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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

J2DM-77-60 
3 March I960 


THE JOINT STAFF 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 



K tl 


y 


Subject: U.S. Position Paper for Standing Group Intel.li- 

gence Estimate for NATO Planning 1900 through 

1966 (SG 161/13) 


Enclosure : 


J.C.S. Changes to Subject Paper 


1. Yesterday the Joint Chiefs of Staff considered tlie 
United States Position Paper for the Standing Group Intei;i Igencs 
Estimate for NATO Planning i960 through 1966 (SG I6I/13). I am 
enclosing a copy of the changes to which they agreed. 

2. The Joint Chiefs of Staff believe that the changes v/iU 
result in a NATO paper more applicable to the planning it is 
designed to support. 

3. Under the terms of the "Agreed Procedures" I have been 
designated to represent the Joint Chiefs of Staff in presenting 
the above changes to you. I am also greatly concerned about the 
need for expeditious final resolution of this problem in view of 
the fact that the Standing Group Conference commences on 1 l^u-cri 
i960. I recommend your concurrence in the changes made. 


4. If you agree with the changes as being appropriate to 9 
Standing Group intelligence estimate, I would appreciate your 
concurrence so that this paper may be released as soon as poBsibLe. 







is'ER 

Major General, USAP 
Director for Intelligence 


JCS and DIA 
review(s) completed. 


Approved For Release 2003/03/Q|': C&f||)|||0801676R00090qi5Qi^(>75?^^,^ 




1676R000900060007-2 


Approved For Release 2003/03/0firf C, 


I-: N C L 0 S U R F. 

JOINT CHIEFS O F STAFF CHANGES TO THE UNITED STATES 
roSITION PAP ER P^TANDING GROUP INTELLIGENC E ESTTlii^TT.- 
FOR NATO PLANNING 196O THROUGH 1966 (SG I61/13 I 

at the top of page ^8, 

"a general war without Itself Incurring unacceptable damage 
we do not believe that the Soviets will ^ atte*pt-se-feHiid 
d urlna the period of this e stimate, rely solely on an ICBM 
force desigBed-fer-this-parpese to achieve their oblecfc» ve« i„ 
g eneral war . Nevertheless, they will probably build a sub- 
stantial long-range missile force. They will almost cer- 
tainly wish to have a high degree of deterrence, and bevond 
this, she«M-4eterreHee-fa4l^ a force offering as much promt., 
of success for gn attack, -a pre-emptive attack, or indeed 
fer-a retaliatory^ attack as can be brought within accep?;ab- .• 
margins of economic costs. Also, and again consistent with 
acceptable cost, the Soviets will probably build up thel- 
planned force rapidly in order to capitalize threagk-peljbtieal'' 
expleitatien on their lead over thej;^ m^j alaglle dev^«6men 
through poli tica l exploit ation or /p^entla] usa . " 

Vl A Wl 



2. Page 40, paragraph 9, change as follows: 

“Provided that NATO maintains a nos tnra nc 
I g terrene e, _ ¥we believe the Soviet leaders will not select 
the course of deliberate Initiation of general war during the 
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period of this Estimate. They show full appreciation of the 
incalculable disaster that would be visited upon both slles 
in such a war. Their programs to build greater military 
powe r, however, are being pushed vigorously. Bufc-they-proba'sly 
de-Hefe-eeHHt-«peH-aeq«43?4HgT-by-aHy-paferi9H3:ar-dat9T-aB-*advasiSage 
se-de64s4ve-as-fee-pe3s»m4fe-fehem-te-4aHH0k-geHerai-wa»-w4tte 
assHFaH©e-ef-su0ees8-and-«HdeF-09Hd4t4©HS-wh40h-w©«id-n9t 
gpavely-menaee-feheir-regiiRe-aHd-BeeietyT'* 

3. Page paragraph 24, third sentence, change the third 
sentence to read as follows: 

”lt is estimated therefore that a Soviet decision to initiate 
-ar limited military operations war in the NATO Area is highly 
unlikely during the period of this Estimate so long as fc.:ie 
foregoing two key factors of Soviet Judgment remain unchanged." 


- 2 - - 
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